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I write this after a week of the most lovely February spring 
weather that I can remember. The garden is carpeted with 
bulbs; there are drifts of Crocus tomasinianus, Scilla bifolia, snow-
drops and the native Narcissus pseudonarcissus. The composition 
of the species will change but the floral carpet should con-
tinue through March though I cannot guarantee that the 
weather will. Elizabeth says that it is her favourite time of year 
and it is difficult to disagree; there is a charming purity and 
innocence without leaves on the trees or weeds on the 
ground. The Spring Border in the Kitchen Garden is alive 
with hellebores and bulbs and will become even better later in 
the month. 

Rhododendron erosum 

Scilla bifoliia  

Camellia ‘Bow Bells’ 

Park Wood  
We have just walked round the wood and the early rhododendrons are just 
coming out. My stepmother Ros’s new planting from Peter Cox at Glen-
doick are now reaching flowering size and the pale purple Rhododendron ririei 
and the red R erosum on the path to the Nobel Grove are especially good at 
the moment under the leafless oaks. Both are rare in cultivation  

Trees and Shrubs 
The early camellias on the Daisy Border are bursting into flower. Camellia ‘Bow 
Bells’ is especially good at the moment as is C. ‘Serenade’ on the Entrance Path.; 
in my opinion it is by far the best of the double white Camellias and strangely 
seems to be not in  the trade, last being listed in the Plant Finder in 2001 – we 
must find someone to change that. Our plant was an early gift from that great 
gardener Dr Jimmy Smart at Marwood Hill in Devon. My father thought that he 
couldn’t grow Camellias at Hergest Croft 
but Jimmy persuaded him otherwise and 
the garden is all the richer for it. Much less 
spectacular but very interesting is the ever-
green Sycopsis sinensis growing between the 

Rockery and the lawn; it is best looked at close up where its petal-less 
flowers remind one of its Hamamelis cousins. It is flowering more pro-
fusely than ever before, maybe because of last year’s hot summer. 
Many of the magnolias are covered in bud and unless we have a big frost 
should be spectacular later in the month. In the Azalea Garden the rarely 
seen Prunus americana is a cloud of white shortly to be joined by the 
closely related Prunus sogdiana at the top of the Maple Grove which comes 
from the other side of the world on the Silk Road in Central Asia. Both 
plants came from the late Timmy Whiteley’s garden at Evenly Wood in 
Oxfordshire; well worth a visit if you are in the area. Rowan Griffiths 
says that they are so similar that he wonders if the labels have got mixed 
up – it does happen even in the best regulated gardens! Prunus americana  
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The Receptionists, Sandra or Helen welcome any comments 

Haywood Cabin  

EVENTS 
SPRING FAIR   Monday 6 May 2019 10am - 5.30pm 

Plants for sale from local specialist nurseries, as well as handicrafts and pro-
duce stalls. Bonanza Auction and fabulous raffle in aid of  St Michael Hospice 

as well as Marches Makers Festival Sculptures throughout the garden. 

This charming two person cabin is at the top of the 
Azalea Garden and is available for holiday lets. It al-
lows you into the garden at times when no one else is 
about. You can see details on the web site but here is 
a photo 

Plant Sales: There is a wide range of  plants and some rare trees and shrubs.  

The Shop has a new collection of  gifts  

Field Barn is rising from the ground- it looks a little stark at the moment but will soon mellow as the 

cladding is butted on and the roof slated. One of the nice things is the amount of estate and local materials 
we have been able to use. The cladding will be Atlas cedar, Cedrus atlantica ‘Glauca’ from the trees in the 
Azalea Garden killed by Phytophera which will find their final resting place 500 yards from where they grew. 
Much of the building stone comes from that extracted when making the new forestry road in Yeld Wood. 
The new hooped metal gate made by Marcus Henke in The Foundry in Kington, comes from the very spot 
where the original was made by Merediths in the nineteenth century. The skilled workers from SEERS in 
Brecon are doing an excellent job and have a friendly relationship with our garden staff. 

Winter Work 
There is a lot to write about and some will have to wait for the April edition. There is a new fence along the 
holly hedge at the end of the Kitchen Garden. It is called the Mexican Wall because it has been erected to 
prevent the cockerel, Donald and his harem from invading the garden – luckily we didn’t have to close 
down the government to get funding for it. No sooner was it completed than a big branch from Abies cepha-
lonica fell on the newly moved gate which will have to be rebuilt by Rob Price. The Fruit Cage has been 
moved as the old one was infected by Phytophera and we have had no raspberries for two years – it also 
provides a little privacy for the new house. The old fashioned rose bed below the greenhouse which was cre-
ated by Ros Banks more than 35 years ago had reached the end of its days; it was overrun by pernicious 
weeds and the plants were dying back so everything has been removed other that a couple of adventurous 
Scillas and the ground will be fallowed until autumn when a new selection of old fashioned roses made by 
Michael Marriott of David Austin will be planted. 
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