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The later Magnolias however are still spectacular, especially ‘Galaxy’ and ‘Caerhays Surprise’ by the gate to the 

Azalea Garden. Both have Magnolia liliflora ‘Nigra’ in their parentage which gives them their intense red purple 

colouring. They will shortly be followed by the newer yellows of which my favourite is still the original Magnolia  

‘Elizabeth’ a hybrid of M acuminata and M denudata raised at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden in New York in 1978 

– it should enjoy this New York Spring. The later camellias are still looking good and I think that C ‘Spring Fes-

tival’ on the Sycamore Walk is especially dainty and charming; it is a hybrid of C. cuspidata raised in California 

and would suit a smaller garden.  

Magnolia ‘Galaxy’ 

The Kitchen Garden: I really don’t know why the tidy 
brown earth waiting to be planted looks so good – 
maybe it’s the thought of the vegetables to come or 
simply the absence of weeds which will soon be along. 
The Spring Border and the meadow are alive with 
bright tulips soon to be followed with blue camassias. 
The Spring Border changes its look almost daily with 
reds, blues or yellows changing the dominant colour. 
The newly restored fences at the top are showing off 
various clematis; there is a particularly nice combination 
of Cl gracilifolia with Cl macropetela ‘Propertius’ growing 
through it. I see that both Cl ‘Propertius ‘and Clematis 
‘Blue Dancer’ next door were highly recommended by 
the Daily Telegraph.  The project of replacing the box 
edging with a blight resistant cultivar continues but it is 

probably five years from completion. The major prob-
lem is that the resistant variety is more vigorous and 
will need more clipping. The old fashioned Rose Bor-
der to the east of the greenhouse which was planted by 
my stepmother, Rosamund thirty years ago is now 
showing its age and has an infestation of ground elder – 
after flowering this year it will need to be lifted, fal-
lowed and replanted.  

Camellia cuspidata 

The Weather and Apology: I had better start with an apology both for myself and the weather. When I sat 

down two months ago to write the March newsletter I was thinking about the spring glories just around the cor-

ner; what we got was two snowstorms and bitter cold and the garden stood still for a month. A month ago I was 

about to repeat the error but a glance at the longer range weather forecast suggested that the outlook was unpre-

dictable to say the least and so nothing got written! It looks a little better at the start of May but I keep my fin-

gers crossed that I will not provoke another blizzard rather than this weekend’s projected heat wave. It all re-

minds me of spring in New York when we lived there in the late 1960s; one week winter and the next summer. 

Just at the moment we have everything coming out together for the Spring Flower Fair. Some flowers have been 

wonderful for a few days and then been blasted by east winds and frost. This has been especially true of the big 

Asiatic magnolias but they are now all gone.  

Cl macropetela ‘Propertius’  
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The Receptionists, Sandra or Helen welcome any comments 

Garden Statuary: That stuffy old Ulster presbestary-
ian, William Robinson, who had such a great (and 
good) influence on Hergest Croft did not approve of 
statues in gardens or what is nowadays referred to as 
Hard Landscape. Indeed he wrote a whole chapter in 
The Englishman’s Garden describing it as “Waste”. We 
don’t agree and over the years have added several 
works including Rachel Ricketts’ splendid lurcher by 
the old potting shed. Coinciding with this year’s 
Flower Fair is a whole menagerie of visiting animals 
by Rachel and other sculptors. These form part of the 
Marches Makers Festival over the weekend of May 5 

to 7. Look out for Rachel’s 
ferocious wild boar on the 
Terrace, wicker herons in the 
Rockery Pools and display-
ing peacocks under the 
weeping beech amongst oth-
ers. All those in the exhibi-
tion are for sale – enquire at 
Reception. I love the red 
Fox on the path above the 
lawn.. 

Haywood Cabin  

Scilla bithynica,  

The Rockery is wonderful at the moment despite its problems with William Robinson’s Welsh poppies and the in-
eradicable ground elder. There is a splendid display of Epimediums with nodding Flowers and lovely fresh foliage. I 
also love the clumps of Scilla bithynica, the Turkish quill; classicists among you will recognise the 
Roman province of Bithnyia on the Black Sea coast in Asia Minor where Pompey was once 
Governor. It’s a good plant even for non-classicists! Keep a look out for the small pink Anemone 
nemorosa which appears to be a survival from my grandparents planting which is spreading widely 
but for which we cannot find a name  

 

EVENTS 
FLOWER FAIR    Monday 7 May 2018 

 

Bonanza Auction and fabulous raffle aid of  the 
Music Pool as well as Marches Makers Festival 
 Sculpture throughout the garden 

This charming two person cabin is at the top of the 
Azalea Garden and is available for holiday lets. It al-
lows you into the garden at times when no one else is 
about. You can see details on the web site but here is 
a photo 

Plant Sales: There is a wide range of  plants and some rare trees and shrubs.  

The Shop has a new collection of  gifts  

http://www.hergest.co.uk/

