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Royal Visit 
As far as I know we have never had an official royal 
visit to Hergest Croft in 120 years but all changed on 
Thursday 20 April when HRH the Duke of Kent 
came. The preparations were a little daunting but with 
the help of the Herefordshire Lieutenancy and the 
West Mercia Police all went smoothly on the day and 
luckily the sun shone. The greatest pleasure was to be 
able to present to the Duke our team of staff, some of 
whom have worked in the garden and estate all their 
lives –which has been a Hergest tradition for more 
than a century. In the modern age this is not a fash-
ionable concept but it has served the garden very 
well; Stephen Lloyd, Head Gardener, joined us on 
leaving school and has stayed 37 years. Mark Barrett, 
who runs Park Wood and is the expert who knows every animal and bird on the estate by its first name, came as a 
youth experience trainee in 1988 and is still here. More recently Rowan Griffiths came direct from Brecon in 2009 
and now is widely regarded as one of the best young plantsman in Britain. The garden would not be the wonder 
that it is without them but also it has in some ways made them the experts that they are. There are some newer 
arrivals – Rob Price came in 2000 and can fix anything including our very idiosyncratic water supply whilst Kristie 
Legge escaped from behind the tills at Tesco in Hereford in 2004 and now is the Queen of the vegetables and 
borders that visitors so much admire. 

We were also able to include people who contribute 
to the town including councillors and trades people 
and a number of local artisan craftsmen. Jerry Atkin-
son is the only hand clog maker in the country, in 
Japan he would be classed as a “living National 
Treasure”; Anwar Mahmood retired from the Bol-
ton Police and now with his partner Jackie Staples 
makes delicious preserves, some with a spicy oriental 
twist, at Woodthorpe – you can buy them in the 
shop! Marcus Henke is an artistic blacksmith with 
massive works in iron. James Burnett Stuart is a na-
tionally renowned potter. A remarkable group for a 
very small market town on the Welsh Border. This 
was followed on May 1 by our annual Flower Fair in 
aid of the Midlands Air Ambulance which was a 
great success  

Jerry Attkinson working  at his clogs 

Still to come: As May changes in to June and following a nice drop of the “right sort of 

rain” there are joys to come. The great red poppies in the Herbaceous Border are about to 
flower and with the expertise of Kit Grey Wilson we hope to identify if they are pure Papaver 
bracteatum or ‘Beauty of Livermere’. The later Victorian “Ironclad” rhododendrons are about 
to flower – they are so called because they are impervious to cold and we are welcoming a 
visit from Ivor Stokes to try and identify some which have long lost their names. There is 
plenty to distract you from the General Election. 

Stephen Lloyd, Kristie Legge, Rowan Griffiths ,Mark Barrett                       

Papaver bracteatum  
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The Receptionists, Sandra or Helen welcome any comments 

Plant Sales: There is a good selection of unusual plants for sale especially Azalea and Clematis 

What to look out for in the garden.  
With all this activity this newsletter is very late, which has its advantages, as we have 

had a visit from Roy Lancaster, who collected some many of the plants we grow in 

West China and elsewhere. So we always learn something new about our collections. 

Incidentally Roy’s new book “My life with plants” is a must read for all gardeners. I 

have previously mentioned Aristolochia steupii, a dwarf species in The Rockery but we 

now found Aristolochia manshuriensis, the Chinese Pipe vine, which is very uncommon 

in cultivation and which Roy had last seen scrambling over a tree in China. As always 

at this time of year there is so much to see in the garden that I can only pick out some 

highlights. We have never been very good with Wisteria but Rowan’s new planting on 

the lower terrace is beginning to look very good, especially the Wisteria ‘Burford’ with 

long elegant racemes of flower, its white neighbour, W floribunda ‘Alba’ is a little later 

in flowering. Later still is the one climbing over Pinus cembra in the Rockery which is 

Wisteria brachybotrys 'Okayama' – it was bought in 

Japan by my father and me in 1980 as W floribunda 

but now re-identified as this very exciting variety with deep purple buds; the only 

problem is that its strong scent is out of nose shot at the top of the tree. Magnolia 

‘Charles Coates’ on the Boundary Path is also scented but similarly out of smell 

range. For us by far the most exciting new Magnolia is M laevifolia (formerly Mich-

elia yunnanensis) in the Scots Grove which is flowering properly for the first time 

but we await with great expectations the first flowering of its relation, M x foggii 

‘Jack Fogg’, on the Daisy Border. A trip to Park Wood is strongly recommended 

as the different cultivars of Rhododendron ‘Loderi’ some over 10 metres high are 

perfuming the air. 

Haywood Cabin  

Wisteria ‘Burford’  

EVENTS 
AUTUMN PLANT FAIR 
Sunday 16 October 2017 

This charming two person cabin is at the top of the 
Azalea Garden and is available for holiday lets. It al-
lows you into the garden at times when no one else is 
about. You can see details on the web site but here is 
a photo 

Rhododendron ‘Loderi’  
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