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Spring Bulbs:The bulbs have been spectacular in February with drifts 

of snowdrops, the best display of Crocus tomasinianus I can remember 

and some drifts of yellow crocuses in the Kitchen Garden; for many 

years our yellow crocuses have been martyrs to the garden mice so ei-

ther Stephen’s cat has been working overtime or we have found a 

mouse resistant strain. The bulbs from under the old beech on the 

fence between the garden and the orchard are beginning to spread into 

the orchard since we stopped 

grazing it. The many varieties of 

snowdrops are still in flower 

though I fear that I do not qual-

ify as a galanthophile lying on my back looking upwards to spot minor de-

tails.  The winter aconites, Eranthis hyemalis ,are a splendid old gold colour 

and the hellebores in the Spring Border show a huge range of colours from 

pure white to deep purple with a blue bloom. Some remain from Helen 

Ballard’s breeding and are supplemented by John Massey’s more modern 

strains including some with more upward facing flowers and Ed Smith’s 

newer varieties. As March opens the pools of blue Scilla bifolia are just be-

ginning to open and weather permitting should be there to greet you next 

weekend – even a very few early daffodils are open-

ing. Never speak too soon, we know have 1 ft snow. 
Crocus tomasinianus  

I have commented before that I find it odd that so many of these plants have 

strong scents when there are so few 

propagators to attract. At the mo-

ment the garden air is perfumed with 

the later flowers of witch-hazel, 

Daphne bholua and species of sarco-

cocca. A few early camellias are 

opening only to be blasted by frost 

but when that eases there is plenty of 

bud for later in the month. Luckily 

so far the magnolias are still wearing their winter over-

coats which will protect them from the frost and many are well bud-

ded and should give a good display later in the month or in April.  

Scilla bifolia  and snowdrops 

Daphne bholua  

Winter Weather: it has been an interesting winter for weather. The general consensus is that 2017 was a wet 

year but here it was unusually dry. Over the last 35 years our average rainfall has been 42 inches (107cm) in 2017 

it was 35 inches (89cm), the lowest total since 2005. Looking at the records the trend, if there is one, seems to be 

towards greater annual variability. 2018 started with a wet and cold January and as I write in late February we are 

threatened with an unusually cold spell; generally it has been cold since December with more snow than usual. 

The wind and snow has caused damage especially to rhododendrons in Park Wood. A big branch of cedar has 

fallen by the Wembley gate breaking the large Euonymus europeus ‘Acubifolius’; it is described as “Leaves blotched 

with yellow; rather unsightly.” So I don’t think we will put it back as this is a place for something special. How-

ever it is rare and we may have to find an inconspicuous place for it somewhere. 

Sarococca humile 
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The Receptionists, Sandra or Helen welcome any comments 

New Planting in the Maple Grove:  
As the larger trees are growing up room is emerging for more 
under planting with shrubs following the example of the 
Azalea Garden 100 years on. We have decided to extend the 
flowering season of azaleas into June and July. David Millais 
has been breeding a Midsummer series using Rhododendron visco-
sum, the American ‘Swamp honeysuckle’ as a parent. It has, as 
its name suggests an intense scent as well as white and pink 
flowers. It is an exciting prospect but you will have to wait un-
til 2019 to see the results. 
Repairs and restorations 
The wall in the old fruit cage west of the Hergest Croft Potting shed 

has been repaired and repointed in preparation for planting a new collection of Schizophragma species and 

cultivars; these relations of Hydrangeas are unrepresented in the garden and Rowan Griffiths has made a spe-

cial selection. The southern boundary fence and hedge to the garden have been a mess for years; the fence 

has been replaced and the holly hedge is being restored. 

Haywood Cabin  

Renovation of Holly Hedge  

Glories to come: Depending on the weather the Magnolias should be starting to flower by the first week of 
April and the early rhododendrons are already out in Park Wood. 

 

EVENTS 
FLOWER FAIR    Monday 7 May 2018 

 

Bonanza Auction and fabulous raffle aid of  the 
Music Pool as well as Marches Makers Festival 
 Sculpture throughout the garden 

This charming two person cabin is at the top of the 
Azalea Garden and is available for holiday lets. It al-
lows you into the garden at times when no one else is 
about. You can see details on the web site but here is 
a photo 

Plant Sales: There is a wide range of  plants and some rare trees and shrubs.  

The Shop has a new collection of  gifts  

http://www.hergest.co.uk/

