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Early spring or late winter 
So far so good, storm Doris passed us by with only a good sprinkling of 

twigs which will be appreciated by the rooks who are working hard on af-

fordable housing. Not much cold and so little plant damage. We were very 

short of rain but February ‘fill dyke’ has luckily lived up to its name. Every 

year when the early bulbs begin to 

flower I think of my grandmother 

Dorothy Banks who wrote in a letter 

in 1895 about burying the bulbs “for 

their winter sleep” and waiting for 

them to wake up in “our new Gar-

den”. 122 years later they are still there and a constant source of delight. We often 

hear Hergest Croft described as an arboretum or woodland garden but in February 

and March it is the bulbs which steal the show. This year they seem better than ever; 

the blue pools of Scilla bifolia have icebergs of snowdrops floating in them, sheets of 

ephemeral Crocus tomasinianus in all shades of lilac are showing throughout the garden 

whilst the earliest daffodils, Narcissus pseudonarcissus, are just opening. All of this en-

hanced by the bare trees above which gives a jewelled effect to the ground. 

Scent in the wind  
I suppose that it is really not surprising that many of the most scented 

plants are winter flowering since there are so few pollinators about that 

they have to work hard to attract them. Some of them such as the various 

species of Sarcocca have inconspicuous flowers but you can smell them 

from a long way off. Others such as Daphne bholua are spectacular in both 

flower and perfume; there is a spot on the Boundary Path to the west of 

the old potting shed where you are almost bowled over by the combined 

scents of Daphne and Sarcocca. Later in the month it will be the turn of 

Skimmia japonica. The scents are complimented by the wonderful spring 

music of the birds especially the thrushes. 

Crocus tomasinianus  

Early flowering trees and shrubs. 
The first Camellias are just opening with the charming ‘Bow Bells’ on the Daisy 

Border leading the way, ‘Cornish Snow’ by the Boundary Path is also opening its 

mass of white flowers, both are hybrids of the rarely grown Camellia saluenensis 

from Yunnan which may give them their early flowering habit. . They will shortly 

be followed by Camellia japonica and Camellia x williamsii cultivars both on the Daisy 

Border and the Sycamore Walk. The two earliest cherries to flower are at the West 

end of the Daisy Border Prunus ‘Kursar’ and Prunus ‘Okame’ were both raised by 

Collingwood “Cherry” Ingram; in both cases he used the tender Prunus campanulata 

from Taiwan as a parent again producing an early flowering – clever chaps the 

plant hybridists!. The less spectacular but fascinating flowers of the Hamameli-

dacae, the Witch Hazel family also flower at this time of year  and though the 

witch hazels themselves are over you can find flowers on Parrotia persica, the Persian 

Ironwood and on the curious Sycopsis sinensis which has no petals, only stamens. Incidentally Stephen Lloyd has 

an interesting selection of unusual witch hazels in the Plant Sales area. 

Scilla bifolia  and snowdrops 

Camellia ‘Bow Bells’ 

Daphne bholua  
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The Receptionists, Sandra or Helen welcome any comments 

Plant Sales: There is a wide range of  plants and some rare trees and shrubs. 

Gift Shop:  A new and exciting range of  stock is now available  

Winter work. 
One of the main jobs of the winter has been to replace the dilapidated wooden framework in the Kitchen 

Garden with new metal railings to match those that support the pear espaliers and cordons. The latest section 

should be in place by the end of the month leaving the final one to be done next year. We are very fortunate 

that Rob Price is such a skilled metalworker and the new work shows his great craftsmanship. It will take 

longer to re-establish the planting and for the replanted box to grow up but in two years’ time the area should 

be transformed. Another project has been to restore the old holly hedge between the Daisy Border and the 

Park which has involved quite a lot pruning of the trees and restoration of the fence; again work to be fin-

ished next winter. One benefit is to give much more light to the 

south of the path which should be a great help. Sadly some old trees 

have had to come down as they were becoming dangerous; the most 

obvious casualty was one of the beech trees half way up the Azalea 

Garden which developed a dangerous lean. There is always a poten-

tial conflict to be resolved between safety and conservation for the 

benefit of owls and woodpeckers. Finally in The Rockery the ponds 

have been emptied cleaned and relined, hopefully the leak problem 

that’s has plagued us for several years has been solved whist the 

newts have been in hibernation. 

Haywood Cabin  

Renovation of Holly Hedge  

Glories to come: Depending on the weather the Magnolias should be starting to flower by the first week of 
April and the early rhododendrons are already out in Park Wood. 

 

EVENTS 
FLOWER FAIR      Monday 1 May 2017 

 

  Auction and fun events in aid of   

    Midland Air Ambulance  

This charming two person cabin is at the top of the 
Azalea Garden and is available for holiday lets. It al-
lows you into the garden at times when no one else is 
about. You can see details on the web site but here is 
a photo 

http://www.hergest.co.uk/

