
 

 
Hergest Croft Gardens, Kington, Herefordshire HR5 3EG 

Tel: 01544 230160  Fax: 01544 232031 

Email: gardens@hergest.co.uk               www.hergest.co.uk 

HERGEST CROFT GARDENS  
 

Newsletter  
April 2017 

Magnolias and Camellias. 
In last month’s newsletter I mentioned Collingwood “Cherry” Ingram hybridising 

skills; he is reported to have said to a friend “you should really try breeding rhododen-

drons its 10 years of anticipation and only one day of disappointment. The same can 

be true of Magnolias except that it takes longer. We started raising seed in the 1990’s, 

more than 20 years ago and still some of them haven’t really flowered properly. In 

many cases the seed came from Phillipe de Spoelberch at Arboretum Wespelaar in 

Belgium either directly or through the International Magnolia Society. I wrote about 

some this time last year which are certainly promising but are taking a rest this year. 

There are two in flower now that are worth waiting for; one is a really strong pink and 

is growing at the south end of the Rockery – the individual flowers are not that spec-

tacular but the overall effect is a startling deep pink explosion – it makes an interesting comparison 

to the brilliant Magnolia ‘Caerhays Belle’ in the Azalea Garden as both stand out from 100 yards away. As yet there is no offi-

cial name but we propose to call it M. ‘Esther’ after our granddaughter. The sec-

ond is a pure white hybrid of M ‘David Clulow’ x ‘Leda’ and is next to a M campbel-

lii Rafill group. It was badly damaged by early snow in 2007 when it was still in leaf 

and I almost gave up on it but pruned it back savagely; Magnolias seem to have 

masochistic tendencies and 10 years on you can see that it is really something spe-

cial. If you want to speculate on the future take a look at the first few very dark 

flower on the tree to the right of the Entrance Path which is a seedling of M 

sprengeri ‘Diva’ – will it make the grade?  Later in the month look out for M ‘Wada’s 

Memory, in the Maple Grove, the yellow ‘Elizabeth’ and a good group of whites in 

the Cedar Glade among many others. All this is especially interesting to Elizabeth 

and me as we have just come back from looking at Magnolias and Camellias on 

Lake Lugano in southern Switzerland including the famous Vico Morcote garden 

of Sir Peter Smithers to find that at 800 feet up on the Welsh borders we can give them a run for their money; 100 years ago 

my grandfather thought that such exotic plants were far too tender for his garden .We also saw a bewildering variety of Ca-

mellias in Switzerland which dwarfed our modest collection here but encouraged us to be a little more adventurous.  

Magnolia ’Esther’  

The Spring Border 
This is looking splendid at the moment, mostly with yellows and blues including the intense blue of Grape Hya-

cinths catching the eye, whilst their larger cousins are a joy to the nose. This border is a delight from March to 

May and over the next few weeks it will change in character with the accent being provided by the brilliant red  

and yellow of 

tulips. Nearby 

the Meadow is 

waiting to 

bloom with 

clumps of Cam-

assia leaves ris-

ing above the 

grass around 

the step over 

apples.  

Magnolia ‘Caerhays Belle’  

Magnolia ‘Caerhays Belle’  
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The Receptionists, Sandra or Helen welcome any comments 

Plant Sales: There is a good selection of Magnolias for sale  There are also numbers of Credale strain 

Hellebores from Ed Smith which can be seen growing in the Spring Border . 

Gift Shop:  A new and exciting range of  stock is now available  

The Rockery 
There is so much flowering that I can only choose some of the 

highlights. The collection of Epimediums has been built up over ten 

years or more; at present the star is the yellow ‘Flowers of Sulphur’ 

but there are many more to come. There are a number of different 

Erythroniums flowering and about to flower; their common name is 

dog-toothed violets though I can’t see why, or in America ‘trout lily’ 

as they flower when the trout start to feed. Many of them come 

from the North West of the United States. The lilac pink E revolutum 

var Johnsonii is in drifts under the old beech and may well date back 

to my grandparents’ time – it has certainly been there all my lifetime. 

The yellow ones on the edge of path include E californicum, E 

‘Pagoda’ and my favourite dark yellow E tuolumnese which I have 

seen growing in the high meadows of Yosemite National Park. 

There is a recent planting of Scilla siberica ‘Alba’ which I hope will naturalise. Later in the month there will be Trilliums, 

another mainly North American genus which is attractive but irritatingly slow to establish and expand 

Haywood Cabin  

Erythronium tuolumnese‘ 

A few other things. 
The Pieris are full of flower especially the large Pieris formosa var forrestii on the Syca-

more Walk where the flowers will shortly be followed by brilliant red young growth. 

At the end of the month the Davidias on the Daisy Border and in the Azalea Garden 

will be in flower as will many viburnums. Skimmias will scent the air and rhododen-

drons are well worth the walk to Park Wood. 

EVENTS 
FLOWER FAIR      Monday 1 May 2017 

 

  Auction and fun events in aid of   

    Midland Air Ambulance  

This charming two person cabin is at the top of the 
Azalea Garden and is available for holiday lets. It al-
lows you into the garden at times when no one else is 
about. You can see details on the web site but here is 
a photo 

Pieris formosa var forrestii  

http://www.hergest.co.uk/

